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“Our goal from this national initiative is clear, that is, to build an 
economy that protects the environment as well as an 

environment that supports the growth of the economy” 

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum 

At the launch of “Green Economy for Sustainable Development” 
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DED study on creation of Dubai cleantech cluster 

In October 2011 DED conducted a research study on the opportunities of 
establishing Dubai as a hub for clean technologies in the region. The study 
focused on three major areas: 

1. Review of clean technologies’ regulations and market size in the MENA 
region, including Dubai 

2. Comparative analysis of the leading cleantech clusters worldwide and 
lessons learnt 

3. Assessment of major cleantech companies’ and cleantech investors’ 
interests in global, regional and Dubai markets 

The highlight of the study is that Dubai has the underlying conditions for 
commercially mature cleantech companies and provides them with access 
to a network of companies in cleantech and other related and supporting 
industries. 
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The technology or service used 
to improve operational 
performance while reducing 
energy consumption, waste and 
energy pollution. 

Cleantech (Clean Technology) 
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Cleantech Definition 

Main 

Cleantech 

Sectors Waste 
Management 

Air 

Pollution 

Mitigation 

Renewable 

Energy 

Water 
Management 

Green 

Building 

Sustainable 

Transport 

Energy 

Efficiency 
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 Dubai Cleantech Cluster Map 

Government 

Regulators: 

DED, DEWA, RTA, 

Dubai Municipality, 

Federal Ministries 

Specialized 

educational org-s, 

R&D & Cleantech 

science centers are at 

a very early stage of 

emerging 

Cluster  

associations, org-s, 

Clean Energy 

Business Council, 

Green Economy 

Partnership 

Dedicated 

Government org-s: 

Supreme Energy 

Council, Dubai 

Carbon Centre for 

Excellence 

Dubai Cleantech Core activities: 

Renewable 

energy 

Water treatment 

and efficiency 

Energy savings 

technologies 

Waste 

management 

and recycling 

Green building 

Related 

supporting 

clusters 

Finance 

Manufacturing 

(Free Zones) 

Logistics 

Tourism 

Free Zones 

supporting 

Cleantech 

EnPark 

Other free zones 

DIFC 

Service providers; 

supporting 

activities 

Limited to 

consulting co-s 
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• UAE Green Economy Strategy sets the key milestones for UAE moving 

Why Cleantech Dubai? 
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towards cleaner and greener economy with clear directions for 
implementation mechanisms. 

• Dubai’s world class physical infrastructure, best in kind business 
environment and flexibility of the Government to quickly adjust and 
upgrade policies to changing global environment provide an attractive 
platform for Cleantech businesses to serve the growing domestic and 
regional demand for Cleantech solutions. 

• A thriving businesses in strategic sectors created competitively 
advantageous entry points for Cleantech companies into the high value 
added of strategic Cleantech companies essentially part sectors. are 
interwoven as a high value input into all strategic sectors and 
technologies. 
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• Government created incentives including incentives for increased demand 
for cleantech products and services 

Dubai’s competitive advantages 
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• Positive environmental public policy, a clear Green Economy Strategy, and 
extensive environmental commitments 

• Successful track record in industrial and business cluster formation and 
management 

• Dubai is a highly competitive global and regional multimodal transportation 
and logistics hub 

• Tremendous infrastructure and a prosperous and growing technology 
infrastructure 

• Attractive business environment 

• Access to finance 
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• Vice-President, Prime Minister of UAE and Ruler of Dubai His Highness 

UAE Green Economy for Sustainable Development 
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Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum on January 15, 2012 
announced the UAE Green Economy for Sustainable Development, with 
the main goal of to make UAE one of the world leaders in green economy 
and a center for imports and exports of green products. 

• The Strategy sets out six key milestones: 

• Green energy 

• Green economy 

• The green city 

• Dealing with the effects of climate change 

• Green life 

• Development and promotion of green technology 
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Milestones of UAE Green Economy for Sustainable Development 

• The first area of green energy consists of a group of programs and policies 
aimed to promote the production and use of renewable energy and 
related technologies as well as to promote the use of clean fuel for energy 
production. It also calls for the work to develop standards and enhance 
the efficiency of energy consumption in both the public and private 
sectors. 

• The second area includes government policies aimed to encourage 
investments in green economy and to facilitate the production, import, 
export and re-export of green products and technologies, as well as to 
work to create job opportunities for citizens in these areas and 
preparation of national cadres in this field. 
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Milestones of UAE Green Economy for Sustainable Development 

• The third area of the initiative comes under the title of the green city. It 
consists of a large group of urban planning policies aimed to preserve the 
environment and to raise the efficiency of housing and buildings 
environmentally. It also includes initiatives to promote environment 
friendly transportation or the so-called sustainable transport. This is in 
addition to programs designed to purify the air in cities in the UAE to 
provide a healthy environment for all. 

• The fourth area consists of means for dealing with the effects of climate 
change through policies and programs designed to reduce carbon 
emissions from industrial and commercial sites. It will also promote 
organic agriculture through a series of incentives at the federal and local 
levels. It also includes programs to maintain biodiversity and to protect 
the ecological balance, wildlife and marine environment in the UAE. 

10 



Milestones of UAE Green Economy for Sustainable Development 
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• The fifth area of the Green Economy Initiative is called the green life, 
which involves a set of policies and programs aimed at rationalizing the 
use of water resources, electricity, and natural resources as well as 
projects to recycle waste generated by commercial or individual uses. It 
also includes awareness-raising initiatives and environmental education. 

• The sixth area of the Green Economy Initiative includes development and 
promotion of green technology and its first phase of its implementation 
includes carbon capture and conversion of waste into energy. 
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• Following governments commitments major initiatives and projects have been 

Highlights of Key Initiatives and Projects in promoting cleantech 
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established in order to stimulate the cleantech sector. 

• Targets for Renewable Energy Dubai  5% by 2030; 650 MW solar PV and CSP This 
project is part of Dubai’s Integrated Energy Strategy 2030, which aims to achieve a 
30 per cent reduction in energy consumption. 

• 128 Billion AED Solar Project-Dubai announced on January 09, 2011 the launch of 
12 billion AED solar project that will generate a total of 1,000 megawatt by 2030. 
The project is funded by the Supreme Energy Council and operated by Dubai 
Electricity and Water Authority. 

• Integrated Waste Management Master Plan. Dubai plans to recycle 100 per cent 
of its waste and bring the percentage of rubbish being sent to landfills from the 
existing 80-90 per cent to zero by 2030 
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• In line with the Dubai Strategic Plan 2015, a new resolution implementing green building 

Dubai Green Building Standards 

    
 

  
  

    
    

  
   

    
   rt 

specifications and standards in the Emirate of Dubai was issued by the Executive Council. 

• The aim is to turn Dubai into a healthy city that meets the demands of best practices 
and benchmarks of pollution-free sustainable development, whilst boosting its 
continuous efforts to promote global endeavors to face environmental changes. 

• The impact of these new regulations is likely to be significant; estimates suggest their 
application is expected to result in 30 percent building energy savings for cooling and 
air-conditioning; 9 percent savings for artificial lighting and 6 percent for heating water. 
At the same time they will also reduce water consumption in buildings by up to 30 
percent. 

• In March 2009, Dubai’s Department of Tourism and Commerce Marketing confirmed its 
commitment to sustainable tourism, aiming to reduce hotel carbon emissions by 20 per 
cent by 2011. 
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• The plan focuses on sustainable and economically viable projects and 

Dubai Urban Development Master Plan-2020 
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initiatives, and plans the next 10 years' growth of the emirate, taking into 
account all aspects of residential, commercial and industrial infrastructure, 
public requirements for housing and recreational amenities and 
environmental challenges. 

• The new plan also attempts to balance between urban development and 
conservation of the natural and man-made heritage environments, and 
natural resources. 

• Bawadi: to be the world’s largest hospitality, shopping and entertainment 
district resembling Las Vegas, incorporating green and sustainable design 
throughout the development. The project will incorporate 51 hotels and 
60 000 hotel rooms 
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• On January the 18th, an agreement was signed, between The Supreme

Dubai Carbon Center of Excellence 
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Council of Energy and the UNDP, formerly establishing the Dubai Carbon
Center of Excellence (DCCE). The agreement was inked by Shaikh Ahmed
bin Saeed Al Maktoum in his capacity as Chairman of the Supreme Council
of Energy.

• The DCCE offers advisory and carbon aggregation services to facilitate the
transition to a low-carbon economy. The DCCE, the first of its kind in the
Middle East, will provide the public and private sector with the highest
level of expertise to quantify and put in operations environmental
upgrades.
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